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find they cheat and impose upon them; an admir-
able method to deal with the broachers of athe-
istical, deistical, and enthusiastic whimseys in our
age, where we have a more sure word of prophecy,
which we are commanded to take heed to, and
which the modern agents of the Devil are only
employed to counteract, and drive out of the world,
if possible, that the old oracles of devil-worship, and
other delusions, might be again introduced.

But I am loath to seem vindictive in my notions,
nor would I set up fire and fagot; no, not against
the Devil and his agents; they may have enough of
that hereafter, with the Devil and his angels: and
besides, such a persecution must necessarily at this
time be so bloody, that I know not what city, or
town, inns of court, palace, college, or university,
(our own excepted,) which it would not almost
lay waste, desolate, and make void of inhabitants.
Mercy on us! persecute and punish men for being
atheists and deists; for dividing the Trinity, and
unsanctifying the Holy Ghost, who is the sanctifier
of the world, and such difficult trifles as these!
where would it end! and what would become of all
the religious part of the world! what a schism, in
the most literal sense, would this make among us !
and where is there a church, chapel, meeting-house
or congregation, that would not be divided against
itself, and set up a new body of dissenters ? Truly
so, as dissenting not from this or that opinion of re-
ligion, but from all religion, and all opinions in re-
ligion whatsoever.

Well, let the Church of Rome send protestants to
heaven by the rack and the gibbet, I would not be
instrumental to send all the atheists and Arians to
the Devil; no, not for the sake of my native coun-
try, for fear of laying waste the glebe, and leaving
posterity nobody to instruct them better.